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(01/26/l'998) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Cleveland 

From: Cleveland 

Painesville RA 
Contact: SA r 


Date: 10/09/1998 


Attn: SSRA 


Approved By: |_ 

Drafted By: :jag 

7 - 

Case ID #: v^A-CV-NEW (Pending) 



Title; 


STEVEN C. LATOURETTE - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION 

Synopsis: To recommend opening of the above captioned case. 

Details: Attached hereto and made part of t his communication is 
one copy of a seven pag e letter addressed to I I 

from I \ 

O n October 5, 1998, the writer receiv ed the above 
letter from | | for Steven C. 

LaTourette, United St ates Congressman. The above letter was sent 
via certified mail to I 

from the above captioned sub-iect._The letter alleges_ 


Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourett e “made sure of that.” 
The subiect states that all he wants is I 


On October 5, 1998, writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the a bove captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | ] had been contacting 

LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 

thirteen y ears. Congressman La Tourette was concerned that _ 

I 1 knew his home addres s! I 

Congressman LaTourette has met I I several times throughout 

his career as the Lake County Prosecutor and c urrently as a 
United States Congressman. LaTourette advisedj j 

complaint first came to his attention when LaTourette was the 






pEARCHE0_ 

SERIALIZED. 


ICT 1 :• •. 


zrUAGfOK EC 





To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 

Re: 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 



Lake County Prosecutor, LaTourette advised he researched the 
complaint and found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated 


I I has visited LaTourette’s Painesville Congressional 

office several times but has never displayed any aggressive 
and/or violent behavior. LaTourette further stated | | 

usually_ making claims 

similar to the ones found in the enclosed letter. LaTourette 
stated he has contacted] [lawyer, 

and has not received a return call from I l as of October 5, 

1998. LaTourette believes that | ~| may be mentally 

unstable and may pose a security problem in the future. 

Writer also contacted _Special Agent, _ 

United States Secret Service (USSS) in Clevela nd. Ohio. I 
advised the writer that there was no record of I [~ 

in the US SS data base. Writer also spoke to l ~~\ 

I Lake County Sher iff’s Office (LCSO)^ | | 

[s tated _ is an H nHH •\ 7'1 Hnal . bn1- ^<=>1 i 

^to be relatively harmless, |_[stated 

ir ip^i-hp>y.Q nr>ni--irmp^^ the LCSO may pursue harassment charges 

against _ 

Writer then contacted | 

Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio, and requested 
an increased patrol in the area of LaTo urette’s r esidence thru 
October 31, 19 98. Writer also provided | | with a 

description of | | and a description of | ] 

vehicle. 


On October 7, 1998, the writer conferred with Assistan t 


TT>-» 1* 4-0 4-7\ 4-4- — - /TVTTOTV 



is described as follows: 


Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 






To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 

Re: 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 


Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Date of Birth: 

Social Security 
Account Number: 

Place of Birth: 

Address: 

Miscellaneous: I_ 

In light of the foregoing, and the additional 
investigative recruest, it is reco mmended this case be opened and 
assigned to SA I I 
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CLEUELPiND 


P.01 


ij*. (S:T-19-1998 
PD-448 (Rev. 2.1<i.95) 


10:50 FROM ^.PBI AKRON OH RA 






FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 


PRECEDENCE 

CLASSIFICATION 


Q Inunediate 

DTop Secret 

Time Transmitted: 

□ Priority 

D Secret 

Sender’s Initials: If 

51 Routine 

□ Confidential 

Number of Paues: 4 


D Sensitive 

(including coversheet) 


0 Unclassified 


To: CLEVEIAND 


Date: 10/19/98 

Name of Office 



Subject: 


Special Handling Instractions: _ PLS CALL ME W/ FILE # 


Originator’s Name: _ 

Originator’s Facsimile Number: _ 

Approved: __ 

Brief Description of Communication Faxed: 


Telephone: 


9A-NEW EC 
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qCt-19-1998 10:51 FROM FBI AKRON OH RA 


CLEUELAND 


I J.b-jL^:3a J.A+. ^o 
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mammy 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOia 


Precedence: ROUTINE 
To; Cleveland 


•Pate: 10/09/1998 


Attn; SSRA 


Prom; Cleveland 

Painesville : 
Contact; SA 

Approved By; I ~ 

Drafted By: I 



P: jag 


Case ID #; 9A-CV-NEW (Pending) 
Title: I I 


STEVEN C. 
EXTORTION 


^TOURETTE - VICTIM; 


Synopsis: To recommend opening of the above captioned case. 

Details: Attached hereto and made part of this communication is 
one copy of a seven pag e letter addressed to | | 

from I | . 

O n October 5. 1998. the writer receiv ed the above 

letter from | _| for Steven C. 

LaTourette, united St ates Congressman. The above letter was sen t 
via certified mail to | I 

from the above captioned subject._The letter alleges_ 


Lake county Prosecutor Steven LaTourett e “made sure of that.’ 
The subject states that all he wants is I 


On October 5, 1998 , writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the a bove captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | | had been contacting 

LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 

thirteen y ears. Congressman LaTourettP- was that_ 

I I knew his home addres^ | 

congressman LaTourette has met f^ i sever a j. times tnrouqnout 

his career as the Lake County Prosecutor and c urrently as a 
United States Congressman. LaTourette advised! | 

conplaint first came to his attentlos^^when LaTourette was the 

.qA-(Lv^-59//g - 

/ ^ W WP SEARCHED_INOKED.^ 
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0?T-19-1998 10:51 FROM FBI AKRON OH RA 


CLEUELAND P.03 


To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 
Re: 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 


Lake County Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the 
complaint and found i t to have no substance. LaTourette stated 
it anneared as thoughI 


I l has visited LaTourette’s Painesvllle Congressional 

office several times but has never displayed any ag gressive 

and/or violent behavior._LaTourette further stated | | 

usually]_I making claims 

similar to the ones fou nd in the enclosed letter. LaTou rette 
stated he has contacted I I lawyer, 

and has not received a return c all from| | as of October 5, 

1998. LaTourette believes that I I may be mentally 

unstable and may pose a security problem in the future. 

Writer also contacte d! Special A gent. _ 

Uhited states Secret Service (USSS) in Clevel and. Ohio. 1 
advised the writer that there was no record ofl 

in thta UAAA data base. Writer also spoke td T 

I_jLake countsiL-Sheriff’s Office (LCSOfTl_j 

TStAtAdj_jis an unst able individual, but b elieves 

j to be relatively harmless. I I stated 

if the letters eont inuft . the LCSO may pursue harassment charges 
against I I 

Writer then contacted I 1 

Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio, and requested 
an increased patrol in the area of LaTo urette’s r esidence thru 
October 31, 19 98. Writer also provided | I with a 

description of I I and a description of l I 

vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998, the writer conferred with Assistant 
United States Attorney (AUSA) Gary Arbeznik. Arbeznik informed 
the writer that the contents of the enclosed letter do not rise 
to the level of a threat and lack sufficient evidence per Title 
18, Section 875 of the United States Code. Arbeznik re quested 
the FBI investigate the alleged incident ini I lett^er 

where j j 

Arbeznik further requested the FBI interview l I and 

advised him he is to direct all correspo ndence directly to public 
officials and not]j 


Name: 
Race: 
Sex; 
Height; 


is described as follows: 


2 






^pCT-ls-igge 10:52 FROM _FBI AKRON OH RA 
OCT-is-iggg 14:47 HAiNtsuiLL-h uriiu km 


CLEUELAND P.04 


•rcj 1 


To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 
Re: 9 A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 


Weight: 

Eyes; 

Hair: 

Date of Birth; 
social Security 
Account Number: 
Place of Birth: 
Address: 


Miscellaneous: / |_| 

In light of the' foregoing, and the additional 
investigative request, it is reco mmended this case be opened and 
assigned to SAI I 


TOTAL P.04 
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- 1 - 


J2D-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


10/15/98 


Ohio, date o f birth | [ social security account number 

I was advised of the identity of the interviewing 
agent and the purpose of the interview. He then provided the 
following information: 


I_I_Iwag bf^-iTirf -i ni-pytr-i regarding a letter sent 

to I B TEVEN LATOUREpiE^UIniJied-States 

Congressman, 19th Congressiona l District. Ohio. I _[was 


Painesville, Ohio. 


Lake County Sheriff’s Office, 


Approximately thirteen years ago. 


I _ p irst 

approache d Lake Coun ty Prosecutor JOHN SHOOP with the above 
problem. | explained SH OOP only had s ix months re maining 

as the Lake County Prosecutor and [ advisee | to take 

up this matter with STEVEN LATOUR ETTE who had i ust been elected 
as the new Lake Count'^r Prnsepiit.or . r stated LATOURETTE 

did nothing and when advised he wanted to file a police 

report, LATOURETTE encouraged him to do so. 



Investigation on 10/09/98 


File# 9A-CV-59110 


Date dictated 10/13 /98 


SA 


iagj 

& 

) 



1 ^ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; . ^ 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 0/ Jl\ . C. ^ '^ ‘11 









ES)-302a (Rev. 10-6-95) 


9A-CV- 



The following dayj_|went to see Lake County 

Prosecutor STFiyFlM TiATDTTRETTE and relayed the above story to him. 
According to LATOURET T^E replied. “ Oh that’s nothing, 

they’re just playing head games.” then stated to 

TiATOTTRETTE, “What comes around goes arouna and I’ll do it.” 

advised LATOURETTE began laughing at this point and 
left the office. 


then went to the FBI in Cleveland, Ohio and 
spoke to an unnamea special agen t. This agent said, “He smells a 
rat in a wnrif^ ^ ni 1 p _ ” I also brought his complaints to 

Special Agent I _of the Painesville Resident Agency of 

the FBI. stated LATOURETTE should have taken the case. 

was having troubl e getting a n attorney to 
handle his complaint in Lake County. | [stated this was 

because th e attorneys were scared of STEVE LATOURETTE. 

Eventually,! I obtained an attorney in Cleveland named Mr. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 






^-302a (Rev. 10-6-95) 


9A-CV- 


Continuation of FD-302 of 


,On 10/09/98 

















5.D-302a (Rev. 10-6-95) 


9A-CV- 


Continuation of FD-302 of 


,On 10/09/98 .Page 







Tn IQQfi, 

lodged cntnplainte with the Chief of 


b6 


the Wickliffe Police Department, the mayor of Wickliffe, and 
other publi c officials in Wickliffe, Ohio. While lodging these 
' kdvised h e spoke with a Wickliffe Police 


b6 

b7C 


direct orders from 


complaints, . 

Officer that advisedl 
-SIEIZE—LATqURETTE not 
_advised the officer then told'nim ijATOUK.bTTb; naa said. 


there weipe 
to investigate the^ 


“I’m the boss and nobody tells me what to do.” 


Approximately one month ago. 


Iwrote two 


letters to Congressman T.ATniTRT^TT'R rermeei.-i-na e.=!.e!-i .ehence with the 
problem he was experienci i^a withi I After 

writing the above letters 


b6 

b7C 


[went to LATOURETTE’s office 
to again request assistance from LATciuRETTE. After gett ing what 
he consid ered to be “no help” from LATOURETTE.I Iwrote a 

letter to| I 


By writing the above let ter toT 
[did not mean to frighten! 


to 


was advised n ot to write any further letters 
Iwas further advised to not write 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


any fur ther letter s to Congressman LATOURETTE. The writer 


advised 
handled 

advised that furthe r letters m ay result in harassment charges 


.his dispute was of a civil nature and should be 
by a lawyer within the civil courts. I I was also 


being filed against 
Office. 


by the Lake County Sheriff’s 





(01/26/1998) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Washington Field 

From: Cleveland 

Painesville RA 
Contact: SaI 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 


Date: 10/20/1998 


Drafted By: I 

Case ID #: ^/^-CV-59110 (Closed)^ 



Title: 


STEVEN C. LATOURETTE - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION 

Synopsis: To provide WFO with information concerning a 

potentially threatenind 


Enclosures: For WFO. two copies o f an FD-302 regarding the_ 

interview of I land a copy of the letterl I 

I I - ' 

Details: On October 5. 1998. the w riter received a letter from 

I I for Steven C. LaTourette, 

United States Congressman. The letter had been sent via _ 

certified mail | | 

from the above captioned sublect. The letter alleges 


that Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette “r 
that. ” The sub~iect states that all he wants is 


On October 5, 1998, the writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the a bove captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | | had been contacting 

LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 

thirteen y ears. Congressman La Tourette was concerned that _ 

I I knew his home addres si _ I 

Congressman LaTourette has met several times throughout 

his career as a Lake County Prosecut<^7 and currently as a United 


•o secuO^^^ 



ZsaJA&Ol EC, 














To: ?? From: Cleveland 

Re: 9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 


States Congressman. LaTourette advised I I complaint 

first came to his attention when LaTourette was the Lake County 
Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the complaint and 
found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated it appeared as 
though I I 


I I has visited LaTourette’s Painesville Congressional 

Office several times but has not displayed a ny aggressi ve and/or 

violent bfthavim-._fiTr1-bpr stated I I usually 

_Imaking claims similar to 

the ones found within the above referenced letter. LaTourette 


stated he has contacted 


contacted |_| lawyer, 

request but has yet to receive a return call from 
October 5, 1998. LaTourette believes that 


ay_ 1 

r 

as of 

_ 

] may 


security problem. 


Writer also contacted I I Special Agent. _ 

United States Secret Service (USSS) in Clp>vp>1a pd. Ohio. I 
advised the writer that there was no record of I I in the 

USSS data base. Writer also spoke t pl 

Lake Count y Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) . 1 st ated 

| is an nnstahip individual hut bglieves l | to be 

relatively harmless. |_[stated that if the 

1 p>tt-.(=>-r.c! nnp h.i nnp ^ the LCSO may pursue harassment charges against 

Writer then contacted I L 

Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio and requested an 
increased patrol in the area of LaTouret te’s resi dence through 
October 31, 19 98. Writer also provided I I with a 

description of I l and a description of I I 

vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998, the writer conferred with Assistant 

United States Attorney (AUSA) Gary Arbeznik. AUSA Arbez nik _ 

informed th e writer that the contents of the letter sent | 

I I did not rise to the level of a threat and lacked 

sufficient evidence per Title 18, Section 875 of the United 
States Code. Arbeznik rfimicstRd thfi FPT invp.Rtigate tho allog^d 
incident and I 

I L Arbeznik further requested the FBI 

interview I l and advise him he is to direct all 

correspondence directly to public officials and not to| | 


is described as follows: 


2 





To: 
Re: 


? ? From: 
9A-CV-59110 


Cleveland 
, 10/20/1998 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Date of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 
Place of Birth: 
Address: 

Miscellaneous: 


On October 9. 1998. the writer Interviewed f 


I 


I two detectives at the Wickliffe 

Police De partment in Wicklifre, Ohio approximately thirteen years 


earlier. 


. * j. 1. a, j. 

\ further alleged Steven LaTourette did nothing 
to help him and issued direct ord ers to the Wickliffe Police 

me 


Department that 


atter not be investigated. 


also spoke to the FBI and LCSO and claims the 


individuals he spoke to told him that LaTourette should have 
“taken the case”, and that [ 


counsel or “he wo uld get in trouble, 
referenced letter ^ 


s hould not r etain legal 
I I wrote the above 


[ 


After speaking to 


the writer interviewed 




Wickliffe Police Department approximately fourteen years earlier. 
After arriving at the police depar tment. I ~lwas tn1 he 

could not file a complaint against 


I 


I was advised not to write any further letters 

to I _ was further advised not to write 

additional letters to Congressman LaTourette because his dispute 
was of a civil nature and should be handled by a lawyer within 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


3 







To: 
Re: 


?? From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 


the civil courts, I I was also advised that further 

letters ma v result in h arassment c harges being filed against 
I I by the LCSO. I I agreed to not send any further 

letters to| land stated he did not mean to _ 

frighten I | 

I I by writing the above referenced 

letter. 


In light of the foregoing, this case is being closed. 


b6 

b7C 


4 





To: ?? From: Cleveland 

Re: 9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 



LEAD (s): 
Set Lead 1: 
WMFO 


AT WASHINGTON. DC 

Provide to United States Capital Police if deemed 
appropriate. 


♦ ♦ 


5 




t • 

U.S. Department of Justice 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


3005 Federal Office Bldg 
Cleveland,OH 44199 
October 23, 1998 


Honorable Emily M. Sweeney 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Ohio 
1800 Bank One Center 
600 Superior Avenue, East 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2600 


b6 

b7C 


Attention; 


•Assistant United States Attorney 
Gary Arbeznik 


RE: [ 


] 


EXTORTION 


Dear Ms. Sweeney: 

This letter is to confirm the October 7, 
conversation between Special Agent (SA) I 


1998 


], Federal 


Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Cleveland, and Assistant United 
States Attorney (AUSA) Gary Arbeznik regarding the above 
referenced investigation. This matter involves iiafformation 
received bv this offi ce on October 5, 1998 from | | , 

I I for Steven c J,fa!T o-urette, XJnited States 

-Congressman in Painesville, Ohio 1 ^ 

had written and sent a letter via /(Certified mail t o 


c 


] 


Police Officer and he was not permitte'ci to file a police report, 
and Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette “made sure of that." 


b6 

b7C 



was s a white male, date of birth 

^ - 

—sjOG-iaJ—s-^curitv acc,6unt number _ ~ 

—residing at 

Ohio. 


FBI investigat ion di^losed that[ 


write and send a letter [ 


] did in fact 


] 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 




UcT 








above referenced letter to f 


b6 

b7C 


Iwas advised not to writ e any further 
letters to Steven or | agreed to the 

above conditions and scacea ne aia noi, mean uo i.xighten the 

I ■ ■ ^ 

writing the above reterenced letter. 

As a result of the above information, AUSA Arbeznik 
advised that the contents of the letter sent to l I 

did not rise to the level of a threat and lacked sufficient 
evidence per Title 18, Section 875 of the United States Code. In 
view of this, AUSA Arbeznik was declining prosecution in this 
matter. 


Very truly yours. 


VAN A. HARP 

Special Agent in Charge 


By: I_ 

Dupervisory senior 
Resident Agent 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. 197-0 


3005 Federal Office Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 44199 
June 18, 2001 


OFFICE OF STATE REP. RON YOUNG 
Riffe Center 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 


RE: 


Dear 


Pursuant to your writte n request, we have reviewed our 


records for information regarding! 
you referenced. 


in the matter 


was in terviewed on October 9, 1998 , 
concerning a letter he had sent to | 1 

Steven Latourette, Congressman, 19th District. L I rt1 a 1 

that thirteen years previous to this he had been 


I 


] 


__ who suggested he take up the matter with 

the new Prosecutor, Steven Latourette, when he took office. He 
later contacted Prosecutor Latourette, who took no action but did 
encourage him to make a police report. 


]claimed that in 1986 


Department detscti vp.s mie^sti oned himf 




and refused to allow them to file a report against 

la1gr-> r^tViP^T- aT-ingp^c!_gnr<Pi a< 


_ described this event to Prosecutor Latourette 

without result s and then went to the FBI, where an Agent 
allege dly told I I that 


[ 


the 


case _ 

of lawyers over 

1 - Addressee 

2 - Cleveland (197-0) . 

AD- 9A-CV-59110) - -y 
WSB/:^ 

(3) 


Latourette should have taken the 
J obtained legal counsel and has had a series 
years and Prosecutor Latourette did not 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



b6 

b7C 















_[without response, I | was contacted by the 

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office and told that no ch arges 
would be filed, as thev were unsubstantiated. In 1994.1 


In 1996, I_I lodged complaints with various 

publi c officials in Wickliffe, Ohio. In approximately September 
1998, I I wrote letters to now-Congressman Latourette 

without results 


aavisea ne 


and ag reed 


had no intention of frightening j_j 

not•to write any further letters to the Congressman or 


_I On the same date of interview, _ 

_, was interviewed and advised that he recalled g oin 

the Wickliffe Police DepartmentI 


I hope this summary provides you with sufficient 
material for your investigation. 


Sincerely, 


Van A. Harp 

Special Agent in Charge 


Special Agent 

Chief Division Counsel 















of 




Ronald Young 
Member 


m 


69 th House District 
Parts of Lake County 

Capitol Office 

Riffe Center 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 
toll free: (800) 282-0253 
telephone: (6l4) 644-6074 
fax: (6l4) 644-9494 
e-mail: rep 69 @ohr.state.oh.us 
www.house.state.oh.vs 

Conunittees 

State Government 
Qiminaljustioe 
GommecaeandLaboc 
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1240 E. 9* Street Rm. 3005 
Cleveland, Oh 44199 


I recently had a conversation with agenll 


|regarding an 

old case he worked on sev eral years ago, the antagonist of which was 
on d | )f Lake County, Ohio. 


During ou r conversation I reque sted the official docum entation 
ofAgent T I communications with I L Agen d I 

was willing to send the i nforma tion pending a check with the Agency’s 
legal department. Agent ) | then told me I needed to contact you in 
an official capacity to request any such records. 


It is for this purpose I am writing to you. In order to conduct and 
close my cursory investigation into this matter and quickly put it behind 
me, I need to access the records of communications, be they incident 
reports, etc. I feel confident that the cont ents of the paperw ork will 
show that none of the allegations made by) jhold water and 

as such, will allow me to discard the case and move on to more 
important work. 

I understand that due to the time frame of when this encounter 
took place it may be difficult to produce the paperwork. I appreciate 
your efforts in finding it for me and assure you I will be patient in my 
request so as not to place an undo burden on your agency employees. 
Agent I | has been more than helpful and I apologize for having to 
occupy his and your time, with this trivial matter. 


Thank vnn fnr vnnr rnnnp.ral-inn^ 


Office ot btite K6p. Ron Y bung 






